A recent measurement of the total D * + width, Γ tot (D * + ) = (83.3 ± 1.3 ± 1.4) keV, is shown to be close to earlier predictions based on the single-quarktransition hypothesis. Those predictions are updated using more recent masses and branching fractions to a value of 80.4 keV, with a small uncertainty associated with the radiative branching fractions of D * 0 and D * + . A prediction for the total width of D * 2 (2460) and its partial width into D * π and Dπ is also updated, and found to be in agreement with experiment.
II. HADRONIC D * DECAYS
The treatment of hadronic decays of the form M * → Mπ follows the single-quarktransition formalism introduced by Melosh [9] and applied by Gilman, Kugler, and Meshkov [10, 11] . We relate the decays D * → Dπ to the well-measured decays K * (890) → Kπ using kinematic factors from Ref. [3] . For a meson composed of one light quark (u or d) and one heavy quark (treating s and c both as heavy), one expects
where E π and E M are the energies of π and M in the M * center-of-mass system (c.m.s.), C is an isospin Clebsch-Gordan coefficient, and A is an amplitude taken common to K * → Kπ and D * → Dπ. We take the properties of the decay K * → Kπ from Ref. [12] . For the decay width, we ignore small K * radiative decay rates and take the partial width into Kπ to be the total width. Averaging the values [12] [3] and [4] in Table I . Differences are due primarily to slightly different values of p π and Γ(K * → Kπ).
III. RADIATIVE D * DECAYS
The radiative decays D * → Dγ are among a large class of magnetic dipole transitions between 3 S 1 and 1 S 0 states, all of which have been successfully described within a nonrelativistic approach [13, 14] . Such M1 transitions from vector mesons M * to pseudoscalar mesons M composed of quarks AB proceed at a rate [15, 16] 
where p γ is the photon momentum in the c.m.s., and µ A and µ B are the magnetic moments of the quarks, µ A = |e|Q A /(2m A ), with |e|Q A denoting the charge of quark A. The quantity I = f |i represents the overlap between initial and final wave functions. |I| 2 is found to be about 1/2 for a large class of light-quark transitions [13, 14] and for the charmed quark mass m c = 1662 MeV assumed in Ref. [4] gives rise to a prediction Γ(J/ψ → η c γ) = 2.32 keV. With the observed branching fraction B(J/ψ → η c γ) = (1.7 ± 0.4)% and observed total width Γ tot (J/ψ) = (92.9 ± 2.8) keV [12] , this gives an observed Γ(J/ψ → η c γ) = (1.58 ± 0.37) keV, or |I| 2 = 0.68 ± 0.16. A particularly welldetermined light-quark radiative decay width, Γ(K * 0 → K 0 γ) = 116.5 ± 9.9 keV [17] , when compared with the prediction of Eq. (2), gives |I| 2 = 0.52±0.04 for the light-quark masses [13, 14] 
The overlaps |I| 2 < 1 may be taken as a proxy for relativistic effects ignored here.
Applying Eq. (2) to radiative D * decays, we find The suppression of the charged D * radiative decay width is due to the partial cancellation of contributions of the charmed and d quarks. This suppression was noted quite early [3, 7] , and was confirmed experimentally only some time later.
IV. COMPARISON WITH EXPERIMENT
We predict the following total widths for D * + and D * 0 , parametrized as functions of the square |I| 2 of the overlap integral describing M1 radiative transitions:
Using the partial widths predicted in the previous two Sections, we may then predict branching fractions as functions of |I| 2 . They may be compared with the observed branching fractions [12] and a χ 2 formed based on three D * + and two D * 0 branching fractions. The result is shown in Fig. 1 . The minimum χ 2 = 2.46 occurs for |I| 2 = 0.52, and is less than one unit above the minimum for a variation of ±0.04 about this value.
The dependence of the branching fractions for the radiative D * decays is shown in Fig. 2 
For any given value of this branching ratio, a range of D * + widths is obtained as a result of uncertainties in D * 0 branching fractions, which amounted to 4.0% at the time. These have now been reduced to 2.9% (see Table II ). At the time of Ref. [8] only an upper bound on B(D * + → D + γ) of 4.2% was available. With the values in Table II Ref. [8] would now find a range consistent with experiment: 
Neglecting other possible decays (none are reported in Ref. [12] ), we find a total width of 46.8 MeV, to be compared with the observed average of the charged and neutral widths, 48.4 ± 1.4 MeV. The predicted ratio of Dπ to D * π partial widths is 1.41, to be compared to the observed value of 1.56 ± 0.16 [12] . Predictions in this range (under varied assumptions) also have been obtained in Ref. [19] .
New data on the D * 
B(D * 0 
These results are also in accord with our predictions.
VI. CONCLUSIONS
Experimental results continue to confirm some very early predictions of charmed meson hadronic and radiative decays. These predictions lie within the scope of heavy quark effective theory but antedate it by a considerable amount. The refinement of Ref. [8] , incorporating contributions of chiral loops, also leads to predictions in accord with experiment.
